
Class of 2020  
Graduation Instructions/Guidelines 

 
Safety Guidelines:  In order to maintain compliance with executive order and adhere to ND Smart Restart 

guidelines, the following safety measures will be in place for the graduation ceremony. 

• COVID Screening Questions – If your answer is yes to any question below, you should remain at 

home instead of coming to the graduation ceremony. 

1. Have you had the onset of fever, cough, shortness of breath, chills, muscle pain, sore throat or 

other symptomatic signs of COVID-19 in the past 14 days? 

2. Have you been tested for COVID-19 and are awaiting results, diagnosed with COVID-19, or 

contacted by the North Dakota Department of Health that you may have been exposed to COVID-

19 in the past 14 days? 

3. Have you traveled to an area which has widespread community spread of COVID-19 in the past 

14 days? 

• Social Distancing  
1. Bleachers will be set up in pods of 2 and 4 throughout the North and South bleachers of the 

community bowl.  These pods exist in every 3rd row with 6 ft between pods.  Stairs will be 

designated entry or exit for the bleachers.  For families who requested seating in the green space, 

areas will be marked with distancing guidelines as well. 

2. Graduates will assemble for processional on Bavendick Field and enter the community bowl from 

the West end.  Seating of the graduating class will be distanced between the endzone and the 50 

yard line.  Seating will be separated by 3 yards (North and South) and every 5 yards (East and 

West). This same distancing will exist in the processional lineup on Bavendick field. 

3. Spectators will not be allowed on the field (or on Bavendick field) before or after the ceremony.   

 

Time: Graduates are to arrive at the bowl on Sunday, May 24, 2020 at 3:30 PM.  Graduates will report to the 

southwest parking lot and enter the gates to Bavendick Field.  North and South bleacher gates will open at 3:30 

PM for spectators.  Ceremony will begin promptly at 4:00 pm. 

 

Parking: Graduates can park in the Southwest lot of the bowl, along Edwards Ave., or the dirt lot adjacent 

and south of Edwards Ave.  Spectators can park in the North lot of the bowl or available spots south of the 

bowl.  

 

Participation in the Ceremony: Beyond the COVID-19 reasons which prevent participation, there is 3 

primary reasons a student would not be able to participate in the graduation ceremony. 

• Failing a course required for graduation 

• Not returning all school issued materials and/or having outstanding fees, overdue balances 

• Engaging in behavior that administration deems unacceptable or in violation of our code of 

conduct standards. 

 

Processional: Graduates will line up for the processional on Bavendick Field according to the line up 

documents that will be sent and posted on the website.  Your position in your line corresponds to the seat you will 

take on the field.  The processional will walk up lane 5 of the track and infill the rows based on their line in the 

processional.  Markers on the track will be used to maintain 6 ft distancing guidelines.  When the processional is 

complete, all seniors will remain standing while the National Anthem is played. 

 
Diplomas:  Receipt of diplomas will alternate between the North and South rows on two different platforms.  

To maintain distancing, students will use the chairs and row separation as their guideline.  Between the rows 



and the diploma platform, there will be 3-4 distancing markers.  The first students will populate these locations 

and following students will replace the location of the person in front of them each time a name is called. When 

a student’s name is called, they will walk onto the platform and stop at the first ‘taped X’ on the platform.  This 

location is important as a professional photographer will be set up on this location to get a closeup of the receipt 

of the diploma.  The second ‘taped X’ is where the graduate will pause before exiting the stage and returning to 

their row.  A second full-body close-up photo will be taken at this location.   

 

Recessional: At the conclusion of the ceremony, there will be a recessional and graduates will leave the 

arena the same way they entered.  Because of the large size of our graduating class and limited capacity to 

distance, graduates will be expected to leave the community bowl and reconnect with family at post ceremony 

smaller gatherings.   

 
Proper Dress: Graduation is a formal ceremony and appropriate dress is expected.  The standard gown and 

mortarboard is required to be worn with no messages nor adornment and tassels are to be worn on the right side.  

Heels will not be allowed on turf and layer clothing based on weather so all clothing can be worn under your 

gown. 

 

Miscellaneous Details: 
• Remove gown from package ASAP!  Get the wrinkles out, iron on low heat. 

• Remember tassels, gold/silver honor cords, etc. 

• This is a school function. If you show up under the influence, you will be removed from the ceremony 

and the School Resource Officers present will handle all legal violations. 

• Download details of photos taken during the ceremony will be sent at a later date.  Given the photographer 

is needing to catalog and upload 3 ceremonies worth of pictures to different sites, it will take some time.  

Therefore, be on the lookout for this future communication. 

• A digital graduation program and the livestream link is below.  Graduates will receive two paper programs 

in their diploma insert but we will not be ‘handing out’ paper programs for spectators at the ceremony.  

Do know, the paper programs in the diplomas will be done several days before the ceremony so there is 

no risk of virus spread by handling these programs. 
 

Livestream Link:  http://activities.bismarckschools.org/ 

                            http://www.bismarckschools.org/bhs 

      http://www.bismarckschools.org  
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